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In the May 2022 issue of The Philatelikid, we began brief descriptions of various “Back of the Book” 

(“BOB”) listings in the Scott Catalogues. In subsequent issues we looked at stamps which begin with the 

letter “B,” “C,” “CE,” “CL,” “CM,” “CB,” “CO,” “E,” “D,” “F,” “FA,” “J,” “K,” “L,” “LO,” “O,” “PR,” “PN,” “PS,” 

“WS,”  “BK,” “Q,”  “JQ,” “QE,” “CVP,” “WX,”  “QI,” “#X,” “REA,” and “RV.” This month we will look at “RY.” 

Stamps Beginning with the prefix “RY” 

Stamps in the Scott Catalogue with the prefix “RY” are Firearms Transfer Tax stamps. This tax is a federal 

revenue collected from licensed gun shop owners 

and licensed gun dealers when they transfer a gun 

across state lines by sale, gift, or loan. The 

National Firearms Act tax went into effect in 1934. 

It imposed a tax of $200.00 on the transfer of 

certain firearms. The Scott Catalogue identifies 

only 13 different Firearms Transfer Tax stamps. 

All have a Scott Catalogue value in excess of 

$75.00 except the two shown here, Scott RY3 ($1 

green) and Scott RY5 ($5 red.) 

What Is an FFL Transfer? 

“FFL” is an acronym for Federal Firearms License. In the US, you must obtain a Federal Firearms License 

to legally sell, import, or manufacture firearms within your business operations. However, the term “FFL” 

also commonly refers to a holder of a Federal Firearms License. In the latter case, “FFL” is an acronym 

for Federal Firearms Licensee. Often used interchangeably, “FFL” refers to either the license itself or the 

holder of the license.  Federal Firearms License transfers require a licensee to turn over the possession 

of a firearm to another licensee before it may then go to a customer or non-licensee. Therefore, the term 

“FFL transfer” specifically refers to a firearms sale through a licensed dealer. 

The tax on transferring a submachinegun is $200.00. (See Page 2) This ATF (Alcohol, Tobacco, and 

Firearms) Form 4 was used on January 26, 2001 to transfer a Smith & Wesson 9mm submachinegun, 

Model 6, serial number U877. Note that the serial number of the gun is hand-written at the top of the 

stamp. An enlargement of the stamp is overlaid so that you can see the details. 

http://www.stampcollectingclubsforkids.org/
https://paymentcloudinc.com/blog/ffl-license/
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Scott RY8  - this is 

in color – the stamp 

is dark blue. The 

serial number of the 

gun is U877, which 

is hand written at 

the top of the 

stamp. For some 

unknown reason 

the amount of the 

tax, $200.00, is 

written in the box at 

lower right marked 

“Stamp Number.” 

The signature of the 

Director, at bottom, 

appears very high, 

making one wonder 

if the signature is a 

hand stamp. 

Stamp Collecting Clubs for Kids is a 501(c)(3) organization. Donations are greatly appreciated and if                     

$10 or more you will be sent a written receipt. You also can donate via PayPal on our website  

www.stampcollectingclubsforkids.org  or www.yummystampcollecting.org which redirects you to the same website. 
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